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Dear Sir: 

Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.56, the attention of the Patent and Trademark Office is hereby 
directed to the references listed on the attached Form PTO-1449. It is respectfully requested that 
the information be expressly considered during the prosecution of this application, and that the 
references be made of record therein and appear among the "References Cited" on any patent to 
issue therefrom. 

This statement qualifies as a no-fee Information Disclosure Statement under 37 CFR 
§1 .97(b) or otherwise because to the knowledge of the undersigned attorney it is being filed 
before the mailing of a first Office Action after the filing of a Request for Continued 
Examination under 37 C.F.R. § 1.114. 

By submitting these references, Applicant does not admit that the references are prior art 
to or material to this application, and reserves the right to establish that any reference is not prior 
art. Applicant does not represent that the references have been reviewed in detail; there may be 
details in the references of which Applicant is unaware. 
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Respectfully submitted, 




r j, 



Thomas F. Woods 

Registration No. 36,726 

MEDTRONIC, INC. 

710 Medtronic Parkway NE, MS: LC340 

Minneapolis, MN 55432-5604 

Telephone: 763-505-0003 

Facsimile: 763-505-0411 
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■^ptTTfcation Number 


09/266,674 


Filing Date 


March 11, 1999 


First Named Inventor 


Derek J. Harper 


Group Art Unit 


3763 


Examiner Name 


Kevin C. Sirmons 


Sheet | 1 I of | 2 


Attorney Docket Number 


P-8609.00US 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 



Examiner 
Initials* 


Cite 
No. 


U.S. Patent Document 


Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited Document 


Date of Publication of 
Cited Document 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Pages, Columns, Lines, Where Relevant 
Passages or Relevant Figures Appear 


Kind Code 2 
Number (if known) 






5772625 




Jaeger et al. 


6/30/98 








5779674 




Ford 


7/14/98 








4621647 




Loveland 


11/11/86 








4184484 




Wright et al. 


1/22/80 








4465479 




Meisch 


8/14/84 








3776229 




McPhee 


12/4/73 








5462667 




Wollinsky et al 


10/31/95 
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1 Unique citation designation number. 

2 See attached Kinds of U.S. Patent Documents. 



